DEVELOPING PARTNERSHIPS

oy phoin
Leaders from Lamedo
Gommunity Colaps
il the 'Wabl County
Commissionars
Courl met recanily
bo aeplore the possi-
hility of enbering inba
a partnership relat-
ing fnissues dealing
witheconomin develd-
apment and quality
of life amenilins,
Atz those pres-
et were, from ledt,
LG chiel dewalap-
ment officer Blxs
Castafnda, collape
prasident Or. Ramon
H. Direalin, county
commissioners
Framk Sciaratfa and
Jurry Garza and LCC
coninuing aduca-
ticm direcior Sheve
Wom Dragon

City to seize property for El Portal

By CLAY REDDICK
LAREDD MORMMG TIMES

The Laredn City Council is
miving ahead with plans to aclze
dowrrtown Lind far E1 Portal, the
miajor improvement propect at ln-
ternational Bridge 1.

Wit disewssdon, the coun-
izl AT wedd elarifeeatton of 3 ms
aluthon approved (o 2004 declar-
ing the city's intention to buy or
cotidemin o parcel of Land owned
by s Rontatao Jr, and his broth
(S50

The land iz in the path of a
planned pedestrkan plaza for El
Portal

The: ortzinial pesolutbon did ot
inchade the names of streets in
vilved or why it's a publie peces-
sity to condemn the property,
Monday's clartfication gave the
specific Incation and stated that
the clty needs the Montafo preog-
erty o ensure there is wheelchair
aceess to the plaza.

City Managrer Larry Dovalina
aitdd the ety has tried e negotlate
with the family, bt that recently

Al EppralEeT was dequbed CINOrY 1o
the praperty, which the Montafios
Fen.

Mot of the lhindowners ad
deeased the conncll Monday, bt
Luis Montatio has previously
vowed to Bght city efforts o take
the lamnd,

In other bustness :'I-llhl:ll:lil:l'.
Maovor Betty Flores clabarated on
her dealings with Michael
Chertaff, director of the Depart
mvent of Homeland Secueity, pe-
garding border semority,

The ravor, who sakd she was
the first city mavar to meet with
Chertoff, said the director s
agminst a horder wall plan sap
ported by Congress.

in his recent visit to Lareda,
Chertoft sabd e supports a “vie-
tual femee,” excplaining that a '|1-|||:|.-=
teal fence wouldn't make sense
along the entire barder

Flores alzo sabd she has seen
samples af the crossing cards that
biave heen proposed for people
recmbering the country.

Conncillman Joba Galo satd
the erasstmur card i= an unaccepd

able proposal that would hort
bridge traffic

“It%s modng o ki commmeros b
Laredo sind all across the horder™
Cralo said.

The maryor said amy resolution
o horder securiey sboaeld faelwde
language protecting commerce:

Flores datd the chey bas put
muach effort into securing the bor
der, amd sl will ask the state and
frderal governments to match
what the ¢ty las spent an gecir-
ty.

“It basnt heen about a hand-
gt 15 e absni '|1-1r|1'ir|g s o
an even keel” Flores sadd.

In uther vity hosiness the coun
ctl also:

B tabled a resolation awarding
a copteact on the Tangueattos 1
wistewaier collection and water
destributbon fmpeovements proj-
rrf

B adopted it federal legisla-
Five muremmia

B recognizesd a federal grant
thiat pays for the removation of the:
Plaza Theates A e and klade
sigm

B ereaied o fall-time comms
nkty service akde poaithon to work
with the HIV/AIDS '|1-|'-e'1'4'||riu1|
pragran

B recognized the city’s De
cember 2005 employes of the
meanth, Manuel Beves of the Com
kit Developimment Degartret

B recopmized 1 city 4'|1|||'|I|'|j.'e'-|"-;
whin liave remarned fom military
service in Iragq after heing de
E'||-:|:|'l.'|l a4 Year

B recognized the Loredo Com
pmkty College Palomdno Men's
Tenmis Team for winming the Na
thatial Twnbor College Athletie As-
steriabon title last vear

B recoonized seven local ath-
lestees pamkesd in thee 17,5, Tennes As
siclation’s 5.0 senbors calegnry

B recognized the Trevido fim
Hy for hedng mamed Texas Tennds
Family of the Year

B pepognized the winoees of
the Mayor's Cup softhall tonma
mnl B Cliy emplovees

(Cley Reddick meay be reachied
ar FER PRAY or by e-mall ar
elavirimboniine. com, |



